; 3 The poſpel of Brace, 3 . „ 
indeed without it, there could be nothing of aß 
of theſe things truly in our hearts or lives. As to „ 
our own particular or ſpecial intereſt, there can 

be no true ſatisfaction about it, but 1 truſtiggg 
Joving, and obeying upon the footing of the free. 

goſpel. "Thus there is a ſecurity againſt any abuſe, ö 
if it be rightly underſtood : for a perſon cannot 
oratify himſelf in any thing contrary to the rules of 
the-word, without ſaying in his heart, that ſome- 
thing beſides a free Chriſt is his hope and portion, 
Whereas on the other hand, while we proceed 
upon goſpel principles in our affections and prac- 
tice ; we ſhall not be deſtitute of the witneſs and 
ſeal of the ſpirit to our adoption. e 


— o 


The intention of all that has been ſaid, is only + 

to ſhow that the proper, immediate, unconditio- 

nal freedom of divine grace, is that which ſtands 

foremoſt in the goſpel ceclaration.; and that tis this 

which conſtitutes it property Gejpel, to poor, pe- 

riſhing, helpleſs, condemned ſinners of mankind, *  _'- 
There is nothing previous to this freedom of 

grace, nothing ſeen, felt, heard or underſtood'; 

that can afford any degree of true telief to the 75 

diſtreſſed ſoul, or guilty conſcience. While this 

mere grace is fo rich full and free, that it is ſuf- 4+ me 

ficient in ch hands of the divine ſpirit to give im 

mediate and proper relief. Whereſoever this is 

properly underſtood and really credited, in its e- 

vidence and importance, tis ſuch good news that 

it conveys peace and reſt to the mind e en 

and ſo it is verified; We which have believed do en- 

ter into refs, Heb. iv. 3. / And this comfortable ſa- 

tisfaction is ſuch N the ſpring of all gol- 

pel love, patience, repentance and obedience, in 

a continued belief and view of this free love pro- 

claimed in the bleſſed goſp el. 

Neither are thoſe true and important doctrines 
„% „ — 0 
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of truth and grace; and the more evident both to 
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The gabe! of Ig _ 
of enen, rage, any way 3 to, denied 
„or inconſiſtent with this free goſpel hope. 
or it is this free grace goſpel believed, or which 
is the ſame, it is the grace of God in Chriſt known 
and believed which pacifies the conſcience, com- 
forts the heart, ſtrengthens the ſoul, purifies the 
affections, and attracts to love and 7 tg 
"Thoſe who are thus pacified, comforted, &c. are 
true believers, who live by the faith of the ſon. go" 
God, in a continued dependence upon and regard 
to Chriſt as their light, life, joy, . ſtrength, and 
portion. Theſe ſhall certainly perſevere, for God 
- has by his ſpirit, thro* the word, put his fear and 
med abroad his love in their hearts, that they 
might not depart from him. 
Hleſſed are they that know the joyful ſound; 
they ſhall walk in the light of God's countenance: 
for the more they know of it, and enjoy the holy 
ſatisfaction flowing from it; the more they appear 
to be under the real influence of the bleſſed ſpirit 


themſelves and othen, is their election, their par- 
ticular redemption, their real regeneration and ef- 
fectual calling. For God hath choſen his people 
to ſalvation thro? ſanctification of the ſpirit, and 
belief of the truth, 8 ey are called, by 
the goſpel, to the obtaining of 1 of our 
Ten Tos Chriſt, 2 T. Xl 137.14. ED 
And O may the Lord the 9 7 every one 
of us know more and more the extellency and glo- 
ry of this free grace, and remove thoſe clouds that 
frequently interpoſe between the Wy. F rig 15 
oufneſs and. our ſouls; that we may be Jed ND 
all joy. and 1 a in = and ſo. we * 2 boun 
in hope and in true 8 TO 
"the WY Gra." hae 
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Of Friday the zth inft I-failed with Brother 


Baxter, Hammet and: Clarke, from Antigun. 
On Sunday the 7th, we landed at this 1land. 
The night before, we ſtopt on the eoaſt, and 


Brother Baxter and I landed, being informed by . 
our Captain of one Mr. Burn, a Planter, a 
| generous young man, who lives within half a 


mile of the ſea, and who probably would be 
very glad to encourage a Miſhon in the iffand. 


After walking a quarter of 'a mile we came to a 


Hkitle river, which we waded through, and on 
calling up Mr. Burn who was gone to bed, he 
received us, and entertained us courteouſſy, 


and gave us every. encouragement we could 


expect from an unawakened man; aſſured us 


he ſhould- be glad to entertain the Miniſter 


whenever he ſhould viſit his eſtate: that there 
were about four hundred Neproes in the neigh- 


bourhoed: and that he had no doubt but the few. 


neighbouring .Planters would give us the ſame 


encouragement. Here we met with two old 


Negroes, who I apprehend, had been formerly 
among the Moravians at Antigua, who exceed- 
ingly rejoiced at the thought that they were 
likely to have the goſpel preached to them 
JJ LOSS Copy Be 60} 


When we came to Rouſſeau { Dominica) on 
Sunday, we went to the houſe of a Mrs: Webley, 
a Mulatto Gentlewoman of ſome property, wih 
e 617710 


x Dominica, Jan. 154 1787. I 


e 


whom Brother Baxter had ſome acquaintance a 


Antigua, She received us with great joy and 
kindneſs, and gave notice I ſhould -preach in 


her houſe at four in the afternoon. The con- 


gregation was conſiderably larger than the houſe 
could contain, and heard in general with deep 
attention, whilſt I endeavoured to diſplay tv 


them the elect, precious Corner-Stone, and the 


way of being built upon him. I would have 
taken the ſtreet, if the Brethren had mot thought 
it beſt for me not to be too bold, till I had 
watted on the Governor, -wbich 1 intended 
doing on my return. We alſo vilited the 
barracks, and there found out two ſoldiers who 
had been in our Society in Ireland. and ex- 
preſſed very earneſt defires that a Miſhon might 
be fixed in this ifland. In the evening we got 


into our ſchooner, and after ſailing by Martinico 


and St. Lucia, we landed at Kzng/ton, Si. 
Vincent 's, on Tueſday the gth. Fw 

 _ Here we have the moſt glorious opening that, 
I believe, was ever known among the Methodiſts 


in ſo ſhort a time. Brother: Baxter introduced 


us to one Mr. Claxton, a man of property. He 
Was awakened by the miniſtry of Mͤr. Gilbert, 
and met in Claſs at Anligua for ſometime, 
but. had never heard Brother Baxter. He bas 
much, of the ſpirit of a Methodiſt : his wile 
alſo fears God. The evening after we landed, 
. I preached in his houſe to a large congregation. 


On Wedneſday the 1oth, we fet off for the 


plantation of Mr. Clapham, a Gentleman of 


fortune, nearly related by law to Siſter Baxter. -. 


He was previouſly informed of our intentions 
to wait upon him, and ſent horſes for us. He 
lives about nine or ten miles from Sg 
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the utmoſt kindheſs. In the evening I preached M 


in the large parlour; and on. informing Mr. 
Clapham that Brother Clarke was to remain in 
the iſland, he gave him a preſſing, general 
invitation: obſerved, it was poſſible he might 
have accidentally: ſome company who would | 
look upon a ſermon as an intruſion, but in that » of 
caſe Mr. Clarke at the proper time might con- 1 
vene the Negroes into a large boarded room 
which was ſeparate from the houſe: ang that he ES 
would ſpeak to Mr. Fack/on, à neighbouring = 
Gentleman, who, he did not doubt, would 1 
readily enter on the ſame plan. In my way to 
Mr. Clapham's, I called at the houſe of one 7 + ll 
Mr. Morgan, a Gentleman of large property, — 
whoſe Lady (he not being at home) informed 
us that Mr. Clarke would be always welcome 
to inſtrutt and preach to their Negroes at proper 
„Au? e „ 
On my return to King on, F found that our 
friend Claxton had fitted up with ſeats a large 
rehouſe or cellar for a. Preaching- houſe; 
and alſo:two- ſmall rooms for the Preacher, ene 
for his bed- chamber, and the other, for his 
ſtudy. We alſo waited on the Preſident of the: 
Council, who acts as Governor, the late Go-- 
vernor being dead, and the vacancy. not yet Þ 
filled up. He alſo: received us with great - 
courtely,. wiſhed us ſucceſs, and gave permiſſions 
to Brother Clarke to preach.in- the Court-houſe- 
en Sundays. A Gentleman. of fortune ins 
King ſton, Mr. Stewart, who- keeps a very large - 
Mop or warehouſe, and with whom we dined. 
18 rejoice& above meaſure at our vifit. He 
made me a preſent of a large coeoa- nut very» 
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pocket dreſſing-table for ſhaving, &c. worth, 


1% 


curiouſly engraved and ſet in filver. To Brother 
Hanmet he gave a ſeal, worth, I ſuppoſe, three 


or four guineas; and to Brother Baxter a 


I ſuppoſe, a couple of guineas. To Brother 


Clarke, he ſaid, he would make no preſent then; 
for, ſays he, I ſhall have him near me when you 


are gone, and he ſhall never want. He was 


many years ago in our Society in London, and 
through various viciſſitudes is become a very 
rich man, though once poor. He and Mr. 
Claxton are beginning already to talk about 
ground. for a Preaching-houſe. 1 formed a Claſs 
of ſix whites to begin. Beſides theſe, there are 


fix or ſeven of the foldiers in the barracks who - 


are deeply ſerious : one of them exhorts. They 


have built a hut for their, public and private 
meetings within their barracks, and conſtantly 


meet together at five in the morning, except 


when military duties interfere, and then they 


meet at half paſt four in the morning. Their 


Hinatured Commander in Chief will not ſuffer 


Brother Clarke to preach within the barracks, 


bat the poor ſoldiers were to meet him in Claſs 


at Mr. Claxton's, on the day after I left St. 


Vincent 5. 


On Friday the roth, we dined, by invitation, 


at Mr. Otley's, a Member of the Council, and 


one of the. principal men, perhaps the fecond, 
in the ifland: he lives about ſeven miles from 


King ſlon. He is a very agreeable man, and bis 


Lady has fomething ſerious in her.  Notwith- 


ſtanding there were two thoughtleſs Officers at 


dinner with us, he gave Brother Clarke a general 
invitation to make his bouſe his home. Sir 


William Young, on whom 1 waited: at . 
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and Who received me with very great courtely, | 
has a large eſtate juſt by Mr. Qzley.s.. In ſhort, 
there is a little Circuit opened to us already in 
mis iſland : nor ſhall 1 be ſurpriſed if Brother 
Clarke has, in a few weeks, five hundred Cate 
chumens under. his care. In Kingſton it is 


ſurprifing,. with what eyes of affection the poor 
Negroes look upon us, when we pals by them: 
and one of them was overheard, telling his. 
companions,..** Theſe men were imported for 


us.“ There is a Member of the Aſſembly, to- 


whom J had ſtrong letters of recommendation, 
on whom I had not time to call. There is alſo 
another Gentlemen who is perſonally known to 
Brother Baxter, and who has half a dozen of 
our pious Antigua Negroes on his plantation, on 


whom alſo we had not time to wait. It is 
impoſſible to have any doubt concerning the 


will of God. in reſpett to the appointment of a 
Miſſionary for this iſtand: in reſpect to Antigua 
and St. Vincent s, all is as clear as if it was 
written with, a fun- bea g. 
The iſtand of St. Vincent's is romantie beyond 


any thing I ever ſaw beſore. The hanging 


rocks, ſugar-canes, cotton and coffee plantations, 


&c. make ſuch a beautifully variegated. ſcene, - 
that I was delighted with it; but, I truſt, did 
not loſe fight of the great Author of the whole. 


| Monday, Jan 15, we landed again at NRouſſaau 


Dominica We intended being here yeſter- 


day, but were prevented by a calm. After 


breakfaſt we waited on the Governor, who | 
received us very politely, and fignified his 


approbation of our plan of eſtabliſhing Miſlions 
among the Negroes. Afterwards we came to 


the. plantation of Mr, Cherrurzer brother to Mr. 


Cherrurier, 
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C̃cterrurier, one of the Leaders of our Society 
in Dublin. He expreſſes his great deſire of 
having a Miſhonary fixed in the Iſland, aſſuring 
| ; us that he will readily contribute to his ſupport, | 
1 and encourage his uſefulneſs. I think the Lord 
Sa will ſoon have mercy on this iſtand, _ 
This evening we examined minutely that 
Wonderful little inſect, the Fire-Fly. It appears 
as if he had a real ſpark of fire continualhy 
burning in his belly. We could ſee what a 
elock it was in a dark room with the help of one 
of them. F | 
- Tueſday the 16th,-we ſet off for St. Chu/ly. 
- pher's, where we arrived on Thurſday. Gn our 
arrival, we found that intelligence had been ſent 
- here from Antigua, of our intention of viſiting 
=: this iſland: and a houſe was provided for us to 
1 lodge and preach in. Mr. Cable, a Mulatto 
* __ - Gentleman, a Printer, has ſhewn us the utmoſt 
| kindneſs and attention. A Mrs. -Seaton alſo, 
2 a Mulatto Gentlewoman, has been very kind. 
E- - The two laſt mentioned; deeply fear God. One 
2 Mr. Bertie, a Jeweller, is likely to become a 
fincere friend. On Thurſday evening I had 
3 a good congregation, conſidering the notice 
——- given. e 1 
O Friday the 19th, we went with ſome 
= _ recommendatory letters to the iſland of ' News, 
| which is very near St. Chriftopher's: but it 
=Y proved to. all appearance the moſt uſelefs as 
well as the moſt expenſive journey that we 
| - have taken. We were received politely, but 
5 every door ſeemed. ſhut againſt our miniſtry. - 
1 On our return to St. Chreflopher's we received 
" - an invitation to preach in the Court-houſe. 
Brother Hammet preached on Sunday 3 
bp, Ee ns and 


. 5 . 
„%% „ 
and I in, the evening. The crowd was prodi- 
gious in the evening. Six or ſeven principal . 
Gentlemen of the town have invited us to their 
houſes, to ſome of which we. have gone. 
Among the reſt, was the Parſon of the pariſh. _ 
Our friends have rented a convenient houſe. -.- 
for Brother Hammet. We have other openings 
of which I ſhall inform you in my net. 


Your moſt affeQtionate, Ke. 
| - | hs £58, 


5 St. Euſtatius, Jan. 31, 1787. 

Rev. Sir, . | e . 
INCE my laſt, a Gentleman in the ifland of 
Nevis, (Mr. Brazier, a Member of the Aſſem- oe) 

bly) has ſent an invitation to Brother Hammet ; 
to come over to preach to the Negroes. The Þ _ 

*ſon of the Prefident of the Couneil of Neve 

(Mr. Herbert) has alſo given Brother Hammet 
an invitation to preach in his houſe at Charleſton, . 
the principal town in the ifland of Neves. So 
that our Journey to that ifland has not been ſo 
fruitleſs as we imagined. We have lately feen 
a curious fiſh exactly like a land hedge-hog, 
but when dreſſed, it eats as well as a turtle. 

On- Wedneſday the 25th, we failed from 
Baſſe-Terre, St. Kitt's, and ſtopped at Sandy- 
Point,' a town in the ſame ifland, where we 
called on one Mr. Sommer/al, a Gentleman of 
property, at whoſfe- houfe Mr. Tunnel, one of 
our American Elders who took a voyage to St. 
Kitts, for his health, once preached. He pro- 
nuſed us that he would conſult with ſome of his 
friends in the neighbourhood, and with them . 
endeavour to procure a proper place for Mr. 


— 2 1 — 


Hammet to preach in. | 


0 
In the afternoon we landed in St. Euflalius, 
and were met by two black men, who aſked 
us whether we were not ſome of the Brethren 
[I thought they meant of the Moravians, but 
afterwards found -they meant the Methodiſts.) 

1 told them we were of the ſame kind: then, 
faid they, if you will come with us, we will 
ſhew you your home. I told them that we 
wanted to fee Captain de Lion; the Captain of 
the Blacks, to whom we had recommendatory 
letters. .You had better, ſaid they, go home 
firſt, And accordingly they brought us to a 
very comfortable houſe belonging to a family 
of free Blacks, where we have been moſt hof. 

4 pn entertained. Some ſerrous free. Blacks 
had received intelligence, I-find, from St. K's 
of our intention to viſit them, and had joined 
together to bear the expence of ſupporting us. 

In the evening a pretty congregation, Without 
any reguſar notice was gathered together: but 
being now in the dominions of a foreign Power 
Euſtatius belonging to the Dutch) I thought it 
pPrudent to inform the people that I ſhould not 
Preach that evening, as I bad not waited on the 
Governor: and yet, notwithſtanding, we were 

, obliged to pray three times, and ſing twice, 
before they would go away. The Lord raiſed 
up lately a Negro-flave whoſe name is Harry 
(who was brought here from the Continent, and 
who was formerly a member of our Society) to 
prepare our way. Harry did ſo grieve in ſpurt 
at the wickedneſs of the people around him, 
that at laſt the fire broke forth, and he bore a 
Public teſtimony for Jeſus. The Governor 
came to hear him, and approved. of what he 
ſaid: but in a little time the poor flaves oy! 
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ſo affebted under the word, that many of N 


fell down as if they were dead, and ſome of 
them would remain in a ſtate of ſtupor for ſome 


Harry, and forbad him to preach any more 
under ſevere penalties, He would have ordered 


to be put into Claſs. . There is alſo a black 


loves God. The day after Harry's mouth was 


» flock; and on the day we landed, the Governor 
* was taken I. Go 


and on the Fiſchal or Judge. The Fichal told 


1 olerated or not. The Captain allo ordered us 
the Ne prepare our Confeſſion of Faith and Creden- 
ere als, and to preſent them to the Court on 
ice, MPaurday: with all which we complied. We 
ſed Wave been ſince informed that they were highly 
arry atisfied with our Confeſſion: but they ordered 
nd to wait till the next Court for an anſwer, 


hich will be held on Wedneſday in the next 
eek. They could all ſpeak Engliſh, and yet 


nterpreter: this is, I ſuppoſe, the cuſtom. 


doken in this iſland. _ a 


— 


boats. One night ſixteen of them fell down in 


him to be whipped, if the Fiſchal or ſupreme | 
Judge, who was preſent at the ſame time, had * 
not obſerved that he had done nothing worthy 
of corporal puniſhment. Harry has awakened _ 
about twenty ſouls, who are willing immediately 
woman here who came from America, who 
ſtopped, we landed, to the joy of his poor little 
Thurſday the 25th, we waited on the Captain 


of the iſland, who now repreſents the Governor, 


s that we muſt be private, till the Court had | 
onſidered whether our Religion ſhould be 


hey would converſe with us only through an 
ndeed, there is much more Engliſh than Dutch 5 | 


Sunday 
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